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1. Introduction 

  
 The goals for the Town of Nantucket’s Beach Management Plan are as 
 follows: 

• Provide guidelines for the management and use of Town-owned and 
managed beaches; 

• Make available the local, state, and federal laws that pertain to beach 
management; 

• Include relevant information regarding the protection of rare and endangered 
species and wildlife habitat; and 

• Serve as a policy and planning resource for the Town of Nantucket agencies 
involved with beach management. 

 

The legal requirements reflected in this Plan are subject to change in the ordinary 
course of lawmaking and agency interpretation.  In determining precise 
requirements, or where questions of interpretation arise, the agencies charged 
with enforcing those requirements should be consulted.
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2. Nantucket’s Beaches 

 
Nantucket’s coastline constitutes approximately 46.3 miles of beach.  Of that 
property, the Town of Nantucket owns approximately 10% and strives to expand 
the percentage of property open for public access.  One of the large initiatives is 
the One Big Beach Project through the Board of Selectmen.  Through this project 
easements will be granted to the Town by the private property owners; in return 
for the management of the property by the Town of Nantucket, the public gains 
another public access point to the water.  The remaining beachfront property is 
divided amongst a number of public and private conservation entities and 
individual private owners.  Due to the natural erosion process created by wind, 
water, and wave action during storm events and erosion caused by human 
impacts, Nantucket’s beaches are ever changing.  While some areas are 
naturally protected and can remain significantly stable over the course of 10-20 
years, other areas of the Island’s coastlines can exhibit drastic changes over a 
short period of time: a year, a week, even a day.   
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3. Definitions 
The following definitions are collected from a variety of sources including local, 
state and federal laws, as indicated.  They are included to guide an 
understanding of this Beach Management Plan and are not intended to alter the 
definitions in those sources or to affect interpretations of them. 
 
Ancillary Beach Areas – areas in close proximity to beaches in the Town of 
Nantucket including but not limited to off-beach parking areas. [TON c. 56 Beach 
Regulations and as amended from time to time.] 
 
All-terrain Vehicle (ATV) - any motorized off-highway vehicle 50 inches or less in 
width, having a dry weight of 600 pounds or less, traveling on three or more low 
pressure tires, designed for operator use only with no passengers, having a seat or 
saddle designed to be straddled by the operator, and having handlebars for 
steering control. (Florida State Statute 316.0274 (2)) 
 
Barrier Beach – a narrow, low-lying strip of land generally consisting of coastal 
beaches and coastal dunes extending roughly parallel to the trend of the coast.  
It is separated from the mainland by a narrow body of fresh, brackish or saline 
water or a marsh system.  A barrier beach may be joined to the mainland at one 
or both ends. [CMR 10.29(2) and TON Wetland Regulations 2.04 and as 
amended from time to time.] 
 
Beach – All land situated between Nantucket Sound and the Atlantic Ocean, on 
one side, and the primary coastal bank, the line of upland vegetation, on the 
other side, except that such term shall include all dunes, whether or not between 
such perimeters. [TON c. 56-2 and as amended from time to time.] 
 
Beachfront – general term for areas bordering the ocean, bay, estuary, or great 
pond including intertidal zone, wrack, berm, dunes with opened and dense 
vegetation, scarps, and overwash fans. 
 
Beach Event – any group, gathering or convergence of more than fifteen (15) 
persons on a designated beach area or ancillary beach area where any services 
provided for said event are substantially commercial in nature and which event is 
for social, recreational or commercial purposes.  Family gatherings shall not 
constitute a beach event under this definition. [TON c. 56 Beach Regulations and 
as amended from time to time.] 
 
Berm (Back Shore) – zone of dry sand, shell, cobble, and beach debris 
landward of the high water mark and to the water side of dunes banks and land 
subject to coastal storm flowage. [MGL c. 13, s. 40 and TON Wetland Protection 
Regulations and as amended from time to time.] 
 
BMP – Beach Management Plan. 
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Breach – new inlet created when storm tides and overwash break through a 
barrier beach. 
 
Coastal Bank – the seaward face or side of any elevated landform, other than a 
coastal dune, which lies at the landward edge of a coastal beach, land subject to 
tidal action, or other wetland as the same is defined in 310 CMR 10.30 and TON 
Wetland Regulations 2.05, and as amended from time to time. 
 
Coastal Beach – unconsolidated sediment subject to wave, tidal and coastal 
storm action which forms the gently sloping shore of an ocean, estuary, great 
pond, or tidal flats.  Coastal beaches extend from the mean low water line 
landward to the dune line, coastal bankline or the seaward edge of lines, 
whichever is closest to the ocean.  [310 CMR 10.27(2) (a) and TON Wetland 
Regulations 2.02, and as amended from time to time.] 
 
Coastal Conservation Land – any and all of ocean-front land(s) and land(s) 
along the great ponds, contiguous to the said Grantors land, subject  to the 
easements granted herein, which said ocean-front land(s) and lands along the 
great ponds are owned by the Grantee or by the Nantucket Islands Land Bank, a 
governmental body established for the purpose of conservation (see c. 669 of the 
Massachusetts Acts and Resolves of 1983, as amended), and held for enjoyment 
by the general public, and for protecting the scenic and ecological character of 
the Nantucket shore. 
 
Coastal Dune – any natural hill, mound or ridge of sediment landward of a 
coastal beach deposited by wind action or storm overwash.  Coastal dune also 
means sediment deposited by artificial means and serving the purpose of storm 
damage prevention or flood control.  [310 CMR 10.28(2) and TON Wetland 
Regulations 2.03, and as amended from time to time.] 
 
Commercial Activity – Refers to any activity or event where money is paid to an 
individual or business entity for services rendered on a beach or area ancillary to 
a beach in the Town of Nantucket.  Family gatherings shall not constitute a 
commercial activity under this definition.  [TON c. 56 Beach Regulations and as 
amended from time to time.] 
 
Daily Wrack – the fresh wet lines or clumps of seaweed and other vegetation 
deposits left at the peak of the last high tide (ocean, estuary, great pond, and 
bay). There can be multiple wrack lines. 
 
Dense Vegetation – live or dead, thick and matted grasses, forbs, and/or 
shrubs, too thick for chicks to move through; 90% - 100% cover (ocean or bay). 
 
Designated Beach Area – a geographic section of beach or area ancillary to a 
beach in the Town of Nantucket as determined by the Town Administrator and 
designated as such on a map on file with the Town Clerk and the office of the 
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Board of Selectmen. [TON c. 56 Beach Regulations and as amended from time 
to time.] 
 
EPO – Environmental Protection Officer. 
 
Essential Vehicle – The use of such vehicles may be considered essential for 
the minimal amount of activity necessary to provide for: Public safety, law 
enforcement, minimal maintenance of public property, access to private dwellings 
not otherwise accessible, rare species monitoring and management, and 
research (wildlife, plants, and geology). [CZM Guidelines for Barrier Beach 
Management in Massachusetts, c. 4.] 
 
Foredune – slightly elevated areas of dry sand at the toe of coastal dunes (if 
any), well drained, and often covered with open vegetation. 
 
Interdune - bare patches of sand, shell, and cobble among vegetated dunes. 
 
Intertidal Zone – a zone between high and low tides. 
 
Land Containing Shellfish – land under the ocean, tidal flats, rocky intertidal 
shores, salt marshes and land under salt ponds when any such land contains 
shellfish.  [310 CMR 10.34(2) (a) and TON Wetlands Regulations 2.08; and as 
amended from time to time] 
 
Land Under the Ocean – land extending from the mean low water line seaward 
to the boundary of the municipality’s jurisdiction and including land under 
estuaries.  [310 CMR 10.25(2) (a) and TON Wetlands Regulations 2.01; and as 
amended from time to time] 
 
Management (managed) – when used within the context of Beach 
Management, the word management stands for the preservation, monitoring, and 
patrolling of the area by seasonal officers.  The Town of Nantucket manages its 
own properties, properties under easements and conservation restrictions, and 
assists in the management of properties co-owned by other entities.  
 
Mean High Water Line – the line where the arithmetic mean of the high water 
heights observed over a specific 19 year metonic cycle (the National Tidal Datum 
Epoch) meets the shore and shall be determined using hydrographic survey data 
of the National Ocean Survey of the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
 
Mean Low Water Line – the line where the arithmetic mean low water heights 
observed over a specific 19 year metonic cycle (the National Tidal Datum Epoch) 
meets the shore and shall be determined using hydrographic survey data of the 
National Ocean Survey of the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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Motor Vehicle – All land vehicle machines or devices which include an internal 
combustion engine or other mechanical nonhuman source of power. [TON c. 56-
2 and as amended from time to time.] 
 
Nearshore Areas – an area of land under the ocean means that land extending 
from the mean low water line to the seaward limit of a municipality’s jurisdiction, 
but in no case beyond the point where the land is 80 feet below the level of the 
ocean at mean low water [310 CMR 10.25(2) (b) and as may be amended from 
time to time] 
 
Night Time – The hours from 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. [TON c. 136-1 and as 
amended from time to time.] 
 
Non-Essential Vehicle – vehicles that are driven to access the beach areas for 
recreational purposes.  The drivers of these vehicles, both resident and non-, 
have no legal access rights.  The Beach Management Program determines their 
access. 
 
Open Vegetation – strips or clumps of vegetation, usually American Beach 
Grass (Ammophila breviligulata), which chicks may move through freely for 
foraging and cover (ocean and bay).  It grows on dunes, foredunes, between the 
berm and dense vegetation, and around ephemeral pools.   
 
ORV – An Off Road Vehicle is any motorized vehicle that is manufactured or 
constructed to be operated off the improved and unimproved street, road, or 
highway networks, and onto more challenging terrains.  
 
Overwash Fan – a break in a continuous dune line or line of vegetation where 
storm tides carried sand from oceanside, to estuaries, great ponds, and bayside; 
often clears a vegetation-free path from ocean to inner water body. 
 
Persons – Includes individuals, corporations, societies, associations, 
partnerships and trusts. [TON c. 137-1 and as amended from time to time.] 
 
Recreation Vehicle – Any motor vehicle designed or modified for use over 
unimproved terrain.  Such recreation vehicles are sometimes referred to as “off-
road vehicles” (ORV) or “all-terrain vehicles” (ATV).  Recreation vehicles 
excluded from the scope of MGL c. 90B are to the same extent excluded from 
this definition. [TON c. 56-2 and as amended from time to time.] 
 
Rescue Personal – State and federal law enforcement officials, Nantucket Fire 
Department, Police Department, Marine and Coastal Resources Department 
personnel and Nantucket Sheriff’s Department Dive Team members. [TON c. 
137-1 and as amended from time to time.] 
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Salt Marsh – a coastal wetland that extends landward up to the highest high tide 
line, that is, the highest spring tide of the year, and characterized by plants that 
are well adapted to or prefer living in, saline soils.  Dominant plants within salt 
marshes are salt meadow cord grass (Spartina patens) and/or salt marsh cord 
grass (Spartina alterniflora).  A salt marsh may contain tidal creeks, ditches and 
pools. [310 Code of MA Regulations 10.32(2) (a) and  TON Wetlands 
Regulations 2.06 as may be amended from time to time] 
 
Shellfish –the following species: Bay Scallops (Argopecten  irradians); Blue 
mussel (Mytilus edulis);  Ocean quahog (Arctica islandica);  Oyster ( Crassostrea  
virginica); Quahog (Mercenaria  mercenaria); Razor clam (Ensis  directus); Sea 
clam (Spisula  solidissima); Sea Scallop (Placopecten  magellanicus); Soft shell 
clam (Mya arenaria).  [310 Code of MA Regulations 34(2) (b) and as may be 
amended from time to time] 
 
State Listed Species From Massachusetts Natural Heritage – designation for 
determining endangered, threatened, or special concern status; based on 
biological data including but not limited to, reproductive and population status 
and trends (whether the species is native or has been introduced), vulnerability 
(as determined by threats to the species or its habitat), specialization (as 
determined by unique habitat requirements), restricted distribution (as 
determined by limited or distinct geographic range), and rarity (as determined by 
a limited number of occurrences or by occurrence in limited numbers). 
  
 Endangered Species –  any species of plant or animal in danger of 
 extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range including, but 
 not limited to, species listed from time to time as ""endangered'' under the 
 provisions of the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 
 and species of plants or animals in danger of extirpation, as documented 
 by biological research and inventory. [MGL 131A, § 1]  
 
 Fledge – When an adolescent bird has grown feathers, left its nest, is 
 able to fly, and is believed prepared for the migration down south.  
 
 Habitat – Where wildlife find what they need to survive: food, water, cover 
 from predators and weather, breeding and rearing areas and over-winter 
 areas.  Habitat includes any portion of any wetland resource area as 
 defined in c. 136-3 of TON c. 136: 

A. Within which are located any species (plant or animal) recognized as 
significant by the Commission following a public hearing thereon; 

B. Which falls within any of the most recent state estimated habitat maps, 
adopted by the Commission following a public hearing thereon. [TON 
c. 136-1 and as amended from time to time.] 

 
Significant habitat - specific areas of the commonwealth, designated in 
accordance with section four, in which are found the physical or biological 
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features important to the conservation of a threatened or endangered 
species population and which may require special management 
considerations or protection. [MGL 131A, § 1] 
 
Species of special concern - any species of plant or animal which has 
been documented by biological research and inventory to have suffered a 
decline that could threaten the species if allowed to continue unchecked or 
that occurs in such small numbers or with such a restricted distribution or 
specialized habitat requirements that it could easily become threatened 
within the commonwealth.  [MGL 131A, § 1] 
 

 Symbolic Fencing – permanent or temporary fencing to protect 
 endangered species; permanent symbolic fencing consists of fence poles, 
 with string strung between the poles; temporary symbolic fencing 
 generally consists of galvanized metal poles, with twine strung between 
 the poles.  The location of this type of fencing may be change on a daily 
 basis by the Town’s Endangered Species Program Monitors. 

 
 Take – a “take” is applicable to any species of animal or plant listed as 
 Endangered, Threatened or Species of Special Concern in 
 Massachusetts.  

A. In Reference to Animals: to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, hound, 
kill, trap, capture, collect, process, or disrupt the nesting, breeding, 
feeding, or migratory activity or attempt to engage in any such conduct, 
or assist in such conduct. 

B. In Reference to Plants: to collect, pick, kill, transplant, cut or process or 
attempt to engage or to assist in any such conduct. [Massachusetts 
Endangered Species Act (MGL c. 131A; 321 Code of MA. Regulations 
10.00)] 

 
Threatened Species – any species of plant or animal likely to become an 
endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a 
significant portion of its range including, but not limited to, species listed 
from time to time as ""threatened'' under the provisions of the Federal 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, and any species declining 
or rare as determined by biological research and inventory and likely to 
become endangered in the foreseeable future; provided, however, that the 
inclusion of any species on the Federal Threatened Species list shall not 
limit the discretion of the director to list said species as ""endangered''. 
[MGL 131A, § 1] 

 
Storm Wrack – dried seaweed or other marine vegetation that is usually 
deposited along the storm high water line.  There can be multiple wrack lines. 
 
Tidal Flat - any nearly level part of a coastal beach which usually extends from 
the mean low water line landward to the more steeply sloping face of the coastal 
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beach or which may be separated from the beach by land under the ocean.  [310 
Code of MA Regulations 10.27(2) (b) and TON Wetlands Regulations 2.02 and 
as may be amended from time to time] 
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4. Town-owned and/or Managed Beaches 
 

4.1 The following list of beaches are either owned, managed, or co-managed 
by the Town’s Beach Management Program: 

 
4.1.1 North Shore 

• Fortieth Pole (w/ Land Bank) 
• Francis St. (w/Parks and Recreation) 
• Jetties Beach (w/Parks and Recreation) 

 
4.1.2  East Shore 

• Codfish Park (w/Parks and Recreation) 
• Low Beach 

 
4.1.3  South Shore 

• Fisherman’s Beach 
• Miacomet (w/ Land Bank) 
• Nobadeer (w/ Airport) 
• Point of Breakers 
• Surfside (w/Parks and Recreation) 
• Cisco Beach (w/Land Bank) 
 

4.1.4 West Shore 
• Madaket Beach (w/ Parks and Recreation) 
• Smith’s Point 

 
4.1.5 Harbor 

• Children’s Beach (w/Parks and Recreation) 
• Francis St. Beach (w/Parks and Recreation) 

 
4.1.6 Madaket Harbor 

• Warren’s Landing 
 

 
Please see appendix “A” for descriptions of these beaches and appendix “L” for 
the location of these beaches on the Beach Map. 
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5.  Public Use Activities 
 
5.1 Beach Uses 

 
The following describes a number of activities that are allowed to take 
place on Nantucket’s beaches.  Also included via the appendix are the 
applicable guidelines and restrictions, which may be amended from time 
to time. 
 
5.1.1 Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Access 

  
 ORV access is permitted on designated and posted beaches only.  

The driving hours are identified within the Beach Rules and 
Regulations (appendix “B”), and on the annual Beach Map.  All 
Vehicles on the Town managed beaches are required to have a 
current Town Beach Permit and must be operated in 
compliance with the Town Beach Rules and Regulations. 

 
5.1.2 Swimming 
 

Swimming and/or bathing on any Nantucket Beach is done at the 
risk of the individual.  Lifeguards are only on duty at the designated 
lifeguard/bathing beach areas. The designated lifeguard/bathing 
beach areas are listed within appendix “A” and can be recognized 
by the red flags on the beach.  Rafts, tubes, flotation equipment, 
and snorkeling and diving equipment are prohibited in the 
designated lifeguard/bathing area.   

 
5.1.3  Walking 
 

All persons, their animals, and vehicles must stay out of all dune 
vegetation, marsh grass, posted bird or wildlife and fenced areas 
(in such areas it is best to walk along the waters edge).   

 
5.1.4  Surfboarding 

 
Surfing is prohibited within designated lifeguard areas.   

  
5.1.5 Shellfishing 

  
Recreational shellfishing season begins on October 1st and 
Commercial shellfishing season begins on November 1st, both 
recreational and commercial shellfishing seasons end on March 
31st.   Both recreational and commercial shellfishing on Nantucket 
requires individual shellfish permits that may be purchased at the 
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Marine & Coastal Resources Department. See appendix “C” for 
more regarding shellfishing on Nantucket. 

 
5.1.6 Fin Fishing 
 

Fishing is permitted at all of Nantucket’s beaches, with the 
exception of the seasonal designated lifeguard areas during the 
hours of 9am and 5pm.  Bait and remnants must be removed from 
the beach.   

 
5.1.7 Bird Watching 

  
Bird watching is encouraged on all of Nantucket’s beaches.  All bird 
watchers must stay out of all dunes, dune vegetation, marsh grass, 
posted bird or wildlife and fenced areas. 

  
5.1.8 Picnicking 
 

Picnicking is encouraged on all of Nantucket’s beaches, but all 
food, garbage, or remains from the picnic must be removed from 
the beach. 

 
5.1.9 Boating  
 

No personal watercraft shall be transported to, or launched from, a 
public beach or public beach parking area, a public boat ramp or 
public boat ramp parking area except for those named in town 
bylaw chapter 137-21 subsection D and E; see appendix “D”.  No 
vessel of any kind (motorboats, sailboats, sailboards, kayaks, jet 
skis, etc.) is permitted within 150 feet of the beach. 

 
5.1.10 Dog Walking 
 

Dogs, providing they are leashed and licensed (TON Code Ch. 55, 
and as amended), are permitted on Nantucket’s beaches with the 
exception of designated lifeguard areas.  Owners are responsible 
for the removal of any droppings.  No dogs or their owners are 
allowed within any dune vegetation, marsh grass, protected bird, 
wildlife and other fenced off areas at any time. 

 
5.1.11 Kiteboarding 
 

Kiteboarding is restricted in life guarded and posted state and 
federally listed species habitat areas. (appendix “B”) 
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5.1.12 Hunting 
 

Hunting on Nantucket’s beaches must comply with all applicable 
laws and regulations.  Among other restrictions, discharging 
firearms within 150 feet of roadways or within 500 feet of an 
occupied dwelling is prohibited. 
 

5.1.13 Horseback Riding 
 

Horseback riding is permitted, but it should be noted that the 
potential impacts of horseback riding are much like those of 
pedestrians.  It is important for the rider to use caution and be 
aware of the sensitive barrier beach resource areas.  The rider 
should also be considerate to others using the beaches and 
remove the horse’s droppings. 

 
5.1.14 Public Toilets 

 
The Nantucket beaches with public toilets available are listed within 
appendix “A”. 

 
5.1.15 Parking 
 

Parking is provided at a number of beaches or as posted in 
ancillary areas.  Parking is restricted in areas where the destruction 
of natural vegetation or dune ranges may be at risk.   

 
5.2 Beach Events 
  

Any beach event, group, gathering, or convergence of more than fifteen 
(15) persons on a designated beach area or ancillary beach area where 
any services provided for said event are substantially commercial in 
nature and which event is for social, recreational, or commercial purposes.  
Family gatherings shall not constitute a beach event under this definition. 
(Town Code, c. 56 Regulations and as amended from time to time; 
appendix “B”) 
 
5.2.1 Clam Bakes 

 
To hold a clam bakes require the beach event application noted 
above must be submitted.  An additional section requiring specific 
signatures from the Town Administrator, Beach Manager and Fire 
Dept. must be completed to conduct a traditional (open fire) clam 
bake.  The final beach permit must be available if ask to present it 
during the event.  Failure to do so will result in a $300.00 fine. 
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5.3 Prohibited Activities 
 

5.3.1 ATV’s 
 

No person shall operate or allow to be operated upon any beach 
any two-, three-, or four-wheeled unregistered recreational vehicle 
without the expressed written permission of the property owner. 
(Town Code, c. 56-6a; appendix “B”) 

 
5.3.2 Fires 
 

Bonfires and camping fires are not permitted on any of Nantucket’s 
beaches.  Only small contained fires that comply with M.G.L. c. 48, 
§13, (appendix “H”) placed a minimum of twenty-five feet from any 
beach grass or vegetation and not on or in any dune area, are 
allowed, and if required a current permit must be obtained.  
Charcoal grill permits are available at the Nantucket Fire 
Department.  All fires must be completely extinguished after use, 
and all contents and fire debris shall be thoroughly doused and 
removed from the beach.  Burying charcoal or other fire debris on 
the beach is prohibited. 

 
5.3.3 Fireworks 
 

Fireworks are prohibited, as per Massachusetts General Law. 
 
5.3.4 Camping 
 

Camping overnight on the Nantucket’s beaches is prohibited, 
without the permission of the property owner.  (Town Code c. 64, 
appendix “F”) 
 

5.3.5 Littering 
 

All garbage, trash, and food scraps must be removed from the 
beaches by the user.  Littering and dumping trash is prohibited on 
Nantucket’s beaches.  

 
5.4 Activities prohibited or restricted within Endangered Species 

Protected habitat areas (April 1st – August 31st): 
 

5.4.1 Kites  
 

Kite flying and other events that involve the use of kite-like objects 
(i.e. Kiteboarding) is prohibited within 200 meters of nesting or 
territorial adult or unfledged juvenile endangered/threatened 



 

Nantucket Beach Management Plan 5-5 May 2005 

species (i.e. piping plovers) between April 1 and August 31. 
(appendix “B” and "J”)  

 
5.4.2 Pets  
 

Pets shall be leashed and under the control of their current 
possessor at all times from April 1 to August 31 on beaches where 
endangered/threatened species (i.e. piping plovers) are present or 
have traditionally nested.  (appendix “J”) 

 
5.4.3 Amplified Music 

 
In accordance with the State’s “Guidelines for Managing 

 Recreational use of Beaches to Protect Piping Plovers, Terns, and 
 Their Habitats in Massachusetts,” (appendix “J”)  amplified music is 
 prohibited within areas where state listed species are present or 
 have traditionally nested.
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6. Town of Nantucket Departments Involved with Beach Management  
  
 6.1 Marine & Coastal Resources Department 

• Responsible for shellfish propagation. 
• Issuance of commercial licenses (scallops, oysters, quahogs, 

mussels and eels). 
• Issuance of non commercial/family permits for all shellfish.   
• Conducts a number of water quality studies throughout the year. 
• Implements a resident seasonal permit mooring plan. 
• Manages the Town Pier. 
• Patrols all shellfish areas and the waters of Nantucket out to the 3-

mile limit.  
• Performs search & rescue missions individually and in support of 

the U.S. Coast Guard. 
• Recovers lost and stolen boats. 
• Incorporates the beach management program.     
 

The Marine & Coastal Resource Department is located at 34 Washington 
St.; for more information call (508) 228-7261, e-mail marine@nantucket-
ma.gov, or fax at (508) 325-5388.  

    
  6.1.1 Beach Management Program (BMP) – Beach Manager  

• Manages and maintains the Town’s beachfront property 
while keeping the lines of communication open between the 
public and private property owners.   

• Strives to find a balance between the recreational uses and 
the environmental concerns of the beaches.  

• Maintains the emergency beach location signs around the 
island’s coasts.   

• Beach Manager signs off on the necessary permits for any 
Town beach uses and events. 

• Beach Manager communicates with the State and Federal 
representatives from U.S. Fish & Wildlife. 

• Ensures the Town is in compliance with all the guidelines set 
forth for proper beach management and rare species habitat 
management.  

• Implements and enforces the Endangered Species Program 
(ESP) during the summer months.  
o Involves approximately seven seasonal beach monitors 

who collect data on rare and endangered species. 
o Data collected is submitted to the State US Fish & 

Wildlife representative for the annual report. 
 

  The Beach Manager’s Office is located at 37 Washington St.; for 
 more information on the beach management program call (508)   



 

Nantucket Beach Management Plan 6-2 May 2005 

  325-5348, fax (508) 325-5388, or e-mail abixby@nantucket-ma.gov. 
 
6.2 Parks & Recreation Department 

• In charge of the food concessions. 
• Supervise the lifeguards and the public bathroom facilities on the 

public beaches. 
• Responsible for maintaining Children’s Beach, Francis Street 

Beach, Jetties Beach, Dionis Beach, and Surfside Beach, with the 
collaborating efforts of the Marine Dept/Beach Management 
Program.    

 
  The Parks & Recreation Department is located on Bathing Beach Road; 
  for more information call (508) 228-7213. 

 
6.3 Nantucket Police Department (NPD) 

• Assists with beach management through the provision of the All-
Terrain Vehicle (ATV) officers. 
o Officers patrol the beaches seasonally as is required. 
o Officers help enforce the Town’s rules and regulations regarding 

the beaches. 
• Sells the beach permits for each calendar year and distributes the 

Town’s beach maps. 
o Permits are sold to residents for $50 and non-residents for $100 

between January 1st and May 31st, after which all permits 
regardless of residency, are $100.    
 

 The Nantucket Police Department is located at 20 South Water St.; for 
 more information call (508) 228-1212 or e-mail the department at
 police2004@town.nantucket.net . 
 
6.4 Nantucket Fire Department (NFD) 

• Provides Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) to emergency 
calls on the beaches.  

• Sell the permits required for charcoal and gas grills. 
• Offers assistance when any fireworks are held on beachfront 

property or within proximity to rare species habitat. 
• Provides assistance with the upkeep of the emergency beach 

location signs.   
• Supplies beach, surf, and water rescue services. 
 

 The Nantucket Fire Department is located at 131 Pleasant St.; for more 
 information call (508) 228-2323. 
 
6.5 Department of Public Works (DPW) 

• Maintains the public access to the beaches by grading the dirt 
access roads and sweeping sand off the paved roads. 
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• Assists in keeping the beach areas clean by collecting the garbage 
from the trash barrels on a frequent schedule in the summer.  

• Provides appropriate traffic signs and gates when needed. 
 

 The Department of Public Works is located at 188 Madaket Road; for 
 more information call (508) 228-7244, or e-mail  

nantdpw@nantucket-ma.gov. 
 
6.6 Health Department 

• Issues the licenses for all concession stands, including those within 
the beach areas.   

• Performs water testing for the bathing beaches. 
 

 The Health Department is located at 37 Washington Street; for more 
 information call (508) 228-7226 or fax at (508) 325-5727. 
 
6.7 Conservation Commission 

• Responsible for implementing the state Wetlands Protection Act 
(Ch. 131, §40) and regulations 310 CMR 10.00. 

• Enforces the Nantucket Wetlands Bylaw (Ch 136, and regulations).  
See appendix “E” for TON Wetlands Protection by-law. 

 
 The Conservation Commission is located at 37 Washington Street; for 
 more information call (508) 228-7230, fax at (508) 228-7232, or e-mail 
 droggeveen@nantucket-MA.gov.  
 
6.8 Visitor Services & Information Bureau 

• Responsible for hiring and oversight of the cleaning of the Town 
beaches.   

• Assists with the distribution of the town’s beach maps. 
 

 The Visitor Services & Information Bureau is located at 25 Federal Street; 
 for more information call (508) 228-0925, or e-mail    
  towninfo@nantucket.net.  
  
6.9 Other Regulatory Entities Involved with Beach Management 
 
 6.9.1 Environmental Police Officer 

• Responsible for enforcing the state environmental laws and 
regulations.   

 
The EPO may be reached at (508) 257-6932 or through the local 
police department at (508) 228 -1212. 

 
6.9.2 Brant Point United States Coast Guard Station  

• Provides emergency water rescue services.   
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 The Coast Guard may be reached at (508) 288-0388.   
 
6.9.3 Massachusetts State Police  

• Enforces hunting and fisheries violations through the state 
stature and local by-lays. 

• Maintains a vessel for patrol functions and for assisting other 
agencies for any violation on state waters. 

 
  The State Police may be reached at (508) 228-0706. 

 
6.9.4 Town Administration 

• Issuance of beach use permits.  
• Approval of events. 
• Permits surf concessionaires 
• Final approval of the annual beach maps 
 

The Town Administration Office is located at 16 Broad St. and may 
be reached at (508) 228-7255 
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7. Environmental Statutes and Regulations; Local, State, and Federal 
 
 Statutes, bylaws, and regulations at the local, state, and federal levels provide 
 standards that, when properly applied, help protect the environmental resources 
 of Nantucket’s beaches.  This chapter and noted appendices review these 
 environmental safeguards and describes how they apply and are implemented 
 on Nantucket.   
 

7.1 Wetlands Protection Act/Barrier Beach Resources 
 
 The following has been paraphrased from the “Guidelines for Barrier 
 Beach Management in Massachusetts.*” Force in 1994. The primary state 
 legal requirements that the beach management plan must comply with are 
 within the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and Regulations (M.G.L 
 c. 131 §40; 310 Code of MA Regulations 10.00). Under this Act and its 
 Regulations, the various parts that create the barrier beach system have 
 been legally defined, their functions have been specified, and their 
 performance standards have been summarized (see appendix “I”). 
 

Nantucket Island’s coastline is comprised of coastal wetland environments 
that are subject to the jurisdiction of the above mentioned Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act.  To better protect these wetlands, the Town of 
Nantucket has developed a bylaw, Chapter 136, which in many respects 
follows the state wetlands regulations and further protects wetland 
resources and interests with additional standards and procedures.  The 
Nantucket Conservation Commission is responsible for implementing and 
enforcing these environmental safeguards.  As a general matter, the 
Conservation Commission’s jurisdiction encompasses any wetland 
resource area identified by 310 CMR 10.02(1) or by Chapter 136 of the 
Nantucket Bylaws, any area within 100 feet of a resource area, and any 
structure or activity that will alter any wetland resource area. 

 
 Nantucket’s beaches consist of the following protected coastal wetland 
 resource areas (see appendix “I”): 

• Barrier Beaches 
• Coastal Beaches & Tidal Flats 
• Coastal Dunes 
• Salt Marshes 
• Land Containing Shellfish 
• Land Under Salt Ponds 
• Land Under Ocean 
• Rare Species Habitat 
* Massachusetts Barrier Beach Task Force, 1994 Guidelines for Barrier Beach 
Management in Massachusetts.  Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management Office, 
Boston, pp. 37-70. 
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7.2  Local Jurisdiction 
 

Nantucket’s Marine & Coastal Resource Department/Beach Management 
Program implements the following Town of Nantucket Rules and 
regulations, which are described in the sections that follow: 
 
• Beach Rules and Regulations 
• Shellfish Rules and Regulations 
• Harbor Rules and Regulations 

 
Due to the department’s responsibility to manage Nantucket’s beaches, it 
must be cognizant of regulations that relate to the beaches.  Such statues 
include the state Wetlands Protection Act and local wetlands bylaw, the 
state and federal Endangered Species Acts, the state Fisheries and 
Wildlife statutes, and the federal Clean Water Act. These, along with the 
role of the local Historic District Commission, are summarized below. 

  
7.2.1 Town of Nantucket, Beach Rules and Regulations 

 
The Town of Nantucket’s Beach Rules and Regulations (see 
appendix “B”) contain specific language concerning the following 
activities on Nantucket’s beaches: swimming, walking, boating, 
shellfishing, fishing, and hunting.  Other use restrictions, including 
those associated with the drinking of alcoholic beverages, dogs, 
trash, bonfires, fireworks, camping, loitering, and un-permitted 
beach functions.  The regulations include a detailed section on the 
use of over sand vehicles and endangered species habitat 
protection.  

 
7.2.2 Town of Nantucket, Shellfish Rules and Regulations 
  

The Town of Nantucket Shellfish Rules and Regulations (see 
appendix “C”) describe the standards for the taking of shellfish, 
eels, and other species that fit under this description.  They apply to 
all areas of Nantucket’s beaches open to the harvest of these 
resources.  

  
7.2.3 Town of Nantucket, Harbor Bylaw 

 
The Town of Nantucket’s bylaw on Wharves and Waterways (see 
appendix “D”) applies to boating activities for the harbor and the 
municipal waterways of Nantucket.  These regulations apply to all 
areas of Nantucket’s beaches under the supervision of the Town’s 
Marine & Coastal Resource Department/Beach Management 
Program. 
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7.2.4 Town of Nantucket, Historic District Commission 
 

The Town of Nantucket’s Historic District Commission is charged 
 with reviewing applications for coastal construction.  The Historic 
 District Commission regulates structures in coastal environments 
 such as decks, beach stairs, fencing, etc, and determines if a 
 project will have a historic or archaeological effect. 
 

7.3 State Jurisdiction 
 

7.3.1 Architecture Access Board, 521 Code of MA Regulations 2.00-
3.00; Building Code, 780 of MA Regulations1.00-34.00.   

 
The above rules govern the construction of public and private 
facilities in federally mapped 100 year flood zones; construction of 
public facilities on bathing beaches; and access to such structures.  
Permits required.  Contact Nantucket Building Department (508) 
228-7222. 

 
7.3.2 Clean Water Act, M.G.L c. 21, §42.  Code of Massachusetts 

Regulations 1.00-15.00.   
 

Under Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act, the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s Division 
of Wetlands and Waterways is required to certify that activities, for 
which federal permits are required (including filling of wetlands 
under section 404 of the federal statute), will not violate the 
Massachusetts Water Quality Standards.  Water Quality 
Certificate(s) are required.  The contact is Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Division of Wetland and 
Waterways at (617) 292-5695. 

 
7.3.3 Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act, M.G.L. c. 130, §105.  302 

CMR 4.00.   
 

Some coastal wetlands have deed restrictions that limit activities 
that would alter the wetlands.  Work in these areas requires 
consistency with the coastal restriction as well as an Order of 
Conditions from the Nantucket Conservation Commission (508) 
228-7230.  Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Conservancy Program (617) 292-5907. 
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7.3.4 Coastal Zone Management – M.G.L c. 21A, §4A; 310 Code of 
MA Regulations 20.00 and 21.00.   
 
CZM coordinates the state’s coastal zone management program 
and provides a role in policy development; offers technical 
assistance to communities to develop and implement 
comprehensive coastal management plans.  Coastal Zone 
Management reviews projects that require a federal permit, receive 
federal funds, or are a direct federal activity for consistency with 
Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management enforceable Program 
Policies.  A Consistency Certificate may be required, contact the 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs Coastal Zone 
Management Office at (617) 727-9530. 

 
7.3.5 Endangered Species Act, M.G.L. c. 131A; 321 CMR 10.00.   
 

This Act prohibits the “taking” of state-listed rare plants and animal 
species (see appendix “I”).  Specific Significant Habitats can be 
designated and any alteration requires a permit.  Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (617) 727-9194. 

 
7.3.6 Executive Order Number 181 Barrier Beaches (1980)  
 

This order acknowledges the importance of barrier beaches as 
migrating landform(s) providing storm damage prevention and flood 
control.  The Executive Order Number 181 discourages 
development on barriers with state and federal grants, and 
encourages preparation of management plans.  EOEA (617) 727-
9530. 
 

7.3.7 Executive Order Number 190 Regulation of Off-Road Vehicle 
Use on Public Lands Containing Coastal Wetlands Resources 
(1980).   

 
This order directs state agencies to balance competing uses of 
public lands and minimizes degradation of the wetland resources 
due to off road vehicle use, through management and monitoring.  
Massachusetts EOEA’s Coastal Zone Management (508) 362-
1760. 
 

7.3.8 Fish & Wildlife Regulations, M.G.L. c. 131; 321 CMR 1.00-9.00.   
 

These regulations control the taking or possession of mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and inland fish through regulation of 
allowable species, quantities, sizes, times, places, and methods of 
taking.  Requirements for permits are included.  Contact the 
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Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and 
Environmental Law Enforcement’s Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
at (617) 727-3151.  

 
7.3.9 Massachusetts Historical Commission, 950 Code of 

Massachusetts Regulations 71.00.   
 

This commission determines if a project that has been licensed or 
permitted by MDEP will have an effect on a historic or 
archaeological property which is listed in the State Register of 
Historic Places.  Only projects that are likely to impact a 
geographical area and cause a change in the architectural, 
historical, archaeological, or cultural qualities of a property are 
affected by rules promulgated by this commission.  Contact 
information for the Massachusetts Historical Commission is (617) 
727-8470. 

 
7.3.10 Marine Fisheries Regulations, M.G.L. c. 130; 322 CMR 1.00-

12.00.   
 

These regulations control the taking, possession, and distribution of 
marine finfish and shellfish through regulation of allowable species, 
quantities, sizes, times, places, and methods of taking.  
Enforcement’s Division of Marine Fisheries (617) 272-3193. 

 
7.3.11 Public Waterfront Act, M.G.L. c. 91; 310 CMR 9.00.   
 

This Act codifies the Public Trust Doctrine (colonial ordinances of 
1641-1647) and the public’s right to fish, fowl, and navigate in the 
tidelands and great ponds.  Subsequent case law supplements the 
understanding of this public right.  The Act regulates activities 
below the mean high water line, including docks and piers, 
dredging, and beach nourishment.  State policy for barrier beaches 
encourages the use of dredged material for beach nourishment, 
access for the public on the nourished beach.  Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection’s (MDEP) Division of 
Wetlands and Waterways Program (617) 292-5695. 

 
7.3.12 Title 5 of State Environmental Code – M.G.L c. 21A, §13; 310 

Code of MA Regulations 15.00.   
 

Title 5 authorizes the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Division of Water Pollution Control to regulate the 
design, construction, and maintenance of on-site subsurface 
disposal systems.  Communities may adopt more stringent 
regulations when local conditions warrant higher standards.  Permit 
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required.  Contact municipal board of health or the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection’s Division of Water 
Pollution Control at (617) 292-5673. 

 
7.4 Federal Jurisdiction 
 

7.4.1   Coastal Barrier Resource Act (1982), last amended 1990, 16 
U.S. Code 3502 et seq.   

 
This Act restricts future federal expenditures and federal financial 
assistance on designated undeveloped coastal barrier beaches, 
which have the effect of encouraging development of the barrier 
beach areas.  Barrier units designated by Congress have been 
mapped by the U.S. Department of the Interior and typically include 
those areas that are undeveloped (approximately 1 house per 5 
acres).  There are 54 units on 90 Massachusetts barrier beaches.  
The following Nantucket sites are listed as Federal Coastal Barrier 
Resource system (COBRA) Units: Coatue Unit, Sesachacha Pond, 
Cisco Beach, Esther’s Island, Tuckernuck Island (North Pond, East 
Pond), and Muskeget Island.  Massachusetts Coastal Zone 
Management Office (617) 727-9530. 

 
7.4.2 Coastal Zone Management Act (1972), last amended in 1990, 

16 U.S. Code 1451 et seq.   
 
The CZM Act is a national program overseeing the Coastal Zone 
Management Programs of member states, including 
Massachusetts. 

 
7.4.3 Endangered Species Act (1973), last amended 1988, 16 U.S 

Code 1531 et seq.   
 

This Act authorizes the Secretary of Interior, through the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, to list fish, wildlife, and plants found to be of 
special concern, threatened, or endangered, such as piping plover, 
least tern, and provides for their protection and recovery (see 
appendix “I”.  This Act prohibits the “taking” of listed species.  U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (603) 225-1411 
  

7.4.4 Marine Plastic Pollution Research and Control Act (1987), 33 
U.S. Code 1901 et seq.   

 
This Act prohibits all ships from dumping plastics into the sea and 
regulates other types of material that may be dumped within the 
waters of the United States.  Contact is the U.S. Coast Guard at 
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(617) 223-3000 or the center for Marine Conservation at (202) 429-
5609. 
 

7.4.5 National Environmental Policy Act (1970), last amended 1984, 
42 U.S. Code et seq.   

 
This Act requires assessment of environmental impacts from 
federally sponsored projects with significant impacts and may result 
in the preparation of an environmental impact statement by the 
federal agency.  Environmental Protection Agency (617) 565-3715. 

 
7.4.6 National Flood Insurance Act (1968), 42 U.S. Code 4001 et seq.  
 

This Act is implemented by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency.  Structures within the mapped 100-year floodplain are 
required to be built in accordance with federal standards and state 
building code, regarding floor elevations and flood proofing.  
Federal regulations are implemented through the state and local 
building code and enforced by the Nantucket Building Inspector.  
Federal Emergency Management Agency (617) 223-9561 or 
Nantucket Building Department (508) 228-7222. 

 
7.4.7 Rivers & Harbors Act (1980), 33 U.S. Code 401 et seq.   
 

This Act authorizes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to regulate 
structures below mean high water and work in navigable waters of 
the U.S. Permit required.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 1-800-
362-4367. 
 

7.4.8 Submerged Lands Act (1953).   
 

The federal government released and relinquished to the states all 
of its claims, rights, interest title, and ownership of the lands and 
resources beneath navigable waters within the territorial limits (3 
miles) of the state’s mean high water line. 

 
7.4.9 Water Pollution Control Act (1972), 33 U.S. Code 1251 et seq.   

 
This Act requires applicants to obtain a certification or waiver from 
the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection before 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issues a permit for discharge of 
dredge or fill materials into waters and wetlands of the United 
States.  Permit Required.  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 1-800-
362-4367. 
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8. Conservation and Management 
 
 The island is often hit by powerful and unpredictable storms.  These storms 
 can result in severe beach erosion and dune and vegetation destruction.  
 Although these storms can be devastating, they are a part of the natural and 
 dynamic process that will over time help to restore and maintain the Island’s 
 beaches.  Storms leave coastlines altered and more susceptible to many types of 
 erosion: natural or human disturbance.    

  
 The Town of Nantucket strives to protect and maintain the natural state of its 
 beachfront properties while finding a balance between the natural erosion 
 process and recreational uses by the public.  The following actions may be 
 performed by the Town to sustain beach management and conservation. 

 
8.1 Symbolic Signs and Fencing 
 
 The Town regularly posts signs to help educate and inform the public 
 as to beach regulations, beach closures, habitat protection areas, 
 vehicle access and/or prohibited areas, dune restoration, and 
 shellfish closures (see appendix “K”.)  Galvanized posts and twine 
 are typically used to block off areas that are closed due to erosion, 
 safeguarding habitat, protection of fragile vegetation, or areas not 
 accessible to vehicles. 
 
8.2  Litter and Debris left from Storms 
 
 The Town regularly clears the public beaches of litter and debris left 
 behind after a storm.  In many cases this is performed manually.  
 Through the Visitors Service Dept., most Town-owned beaches are 
 seasonally cleaned by the Barber Surf Rake, an environmentally 
 designed beach cleaning machine that allows the beach to be 
 cleaned without removing the beach grass.   
 
8.3 Snow Fence 
 
 The use of snow fencing serves to enhance the coastal resources for 
 public use by managing sand accumulation patterns impacted by 
 wave, pedestrian, and vehicular uses.  In certain situations where 
 erosion has accelerated, the Town will use snow fence to trap sand.  
 Snow fence is used at the base of a dune or along a beach access 
 point.  By providing a defined path for vehicles to use, the vehicles 
 are less likely to venture off and create new throughways and 
 damage the surrounding dune area.  Snow fence is used to block off 
 any unwanted paths to fragile beachfront, such as areas that are 
 sensitive to erosion, contain salt marshes or tidal flats.  Once these 
 areas are blocked off, the appropriate signage is posted to 
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 encourage beach goers to use either another access or to park their 
 vehicles and walk onto the beach. 
 
8.4 Pond Openings 
 
 In 1993 a Home Rule Petition was passed by the Massachusetts 
 Legislature that granted the Nantucket Board of Selectmen the 
 authority to both close and construct channels between Nantucket’s 
 great ponds and the ocean without the need for permits or approvals 
 from the Commonwealth.  These areas include Hummock Pond, 
 Long Pond, Miacomet Pond, and Sesachacha Pond.  In order to 
 open a pond the Town has to consult with the Conservation 
 Commission and work with the Nantucket Conservation 
 Foundation (NCF), Mass Audubon, Maria Mitchell, Land Bank, and 
 the adjacent private property owners.  
 
8.5 Beach Grass Planting 
 
 Due to coastal storms, human disturbance, and disease, beach grass 
 and other dune vegetation may be destroyed.  When such situations 
 arise, it may be necessary to plant beach grass vegetation to help 
 restore the area.  Planting within endangered species habitat areas 
 requires a prior consultation and approval by the Massachusetts 
 National Heritage Program (MNHP). 
 
8.6 Parking Areas 
 
 Parking areas are available at a number of the Island’s beaches.  Many of 
 these areas are surrounded by the fragile moors.  At no time is it permitted 
 for vehicles to be parked on the moors, coastal heathlands containing 
 areas of shrubs and grass, surrounding the beach parking areas.  Some of 
 the parking areas have trash receptacles at their location, but at no time is 
 the disposal of household trash or littering permitted in the parking areas. 
  
8.7 Essential Vehicles 
 

Essential vehicle passes authorize an individual with the right or 
responsibility to access the beach area for purpose other than recreational 
use the right to use, the beach as an entryway, if conditions allow.  
Individuals issued an essential vehicle pass are typically the property 
owners and their guests, service and repair personnel, fire, police, and 
other emergency vehicles. Permits may be obtained from the Marine 
Department. 
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8.8 Carrying Capacity Limit  
  
 The number of vehicles accessing the beaches has risen.  While areas 
 have remained accessible to vehicles, these areas also maintain their 
 natural delicate state.  The Beach Management Plan’s goal/mission is to 
 ensure proper use and minimize the impact to the coastal beach and 
 dune(s) environment.  To date no “carrying capacity limit” for vehicles has 
 been established.  Increased demands for access may result in  
 amendments to the Nantucket Beach Management Plan that, based on 
 an environmental impact analysis, define and regulate vehicle “carrying 
 capacity.”  
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9. Town of Nantucket Endangered Species Program (ESP) 
 
 The goal of the Town of Nantucket’s Endangered Species Program (ESP) is to 
 protect piping plovers, least terns, American oyster catchers, and other 
 endangered, threatened, or protected species while allowing reasonable vehicle 
 access and other appropriate uses and activities to occur on Town-managed 
 beachfront properties. 

 
9.1 The History and Current Status of the Town of Nantucket’s 

Endangered Species Program  
  

In 1994 the State of Massachusetts gave the Town of Nantucket the 
choice to manage Smith’s Point and the endangered species that inhabit 
it, or lose control of that property to the State.  Within the following two 
years, the Town took an active role in monitoring the endangered and 
threatened species and created a beach management plan that complied 
with the state’s regulations.  The plan was drafted to suit Smith’s Point’s 
specific needs of that area; which at the time were two piping plover pairs 
and one colony of least terns with about 100 nests.   
 
Now ten years later, Smith’s Point has become a nesting area for as many 
as 6-12 piping plover pairs a year and colonies of terns that number in the 
thousands.  The Town’s ESP has expanded to cover two other locations, 
Low Beach and Jetties Beach.  Although the three locations differ in 
geographic configuration, each provides adequate habitat for the different 
species.   
 
How the Town’s ESP is managed has also changed over the past ten 
years.  What began with a single monitor, not affiliated with the Town, 
observing a number of different properties for separate conservation 
entities, has developed into a structured system.  Depending on what the 
upcoming season necessitates and any topographic changes to the 
habitat, the Town’s ESP is comprised of approximately seven seasonal 
beach monitors, a year-round Beach Manager, and continued support and 
assistance from the Marine Department.  
 

9.2 Environmental Statutes and Regulations Applicable to 
Endangered/Threatened Species on Nantucket’s Beaches 

 
The following local, state, and federal laws provide protection for the 
piping plovers, terns, and other endangered, threatened, or protected 
species on Nantucket’s beaches.  Each law is summarized in chapter 7. 
• Town of Nantucket Wetlands by-law (Ch.136 of the Nantucket Code) 
• Town of Nantucket Beach Rules and Regulations (Ch. 56 of the 

Nantucket Code) 
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• Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (Ch.131) 
• Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (M.G.L. Ch. 131A) 
• Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 

 
9.3 Endangered Species Monitoring  
  

The current species of concern that nest on the beaches the Town 
oversees are the piping plover, least tern, American oyster catcher and 
northern harrier. From their migration north until their migration south, the 
Town monitors these species and their habits.  When monitoring 
endangered species, those observing are required to adhere to certain 
state recommended guidelines to ensure the safety of the species.  The 
required protective procedures and the time frame for which they should 
be implemented differ for each species and the town takes great care to 
remain in compliance with the established guidelines. For more on the 
management and guidelines see appendix “J”. 
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10. Public Education & Outreach  
 
It is the provision of reliable educational information to the public so that they will 
understand the significant value of Nantucket’s beaches is a strong component of 
the Town’s beach management program.  It is anticipated that as the public 
becomes informed and involved with the program, Nantucket’s fragile coastlines 
and its community will benefit. 
 
10.1 Marine & Coastal Resource Department  and Beach Management 

Program 
  
 Members of the Marine & Coastal Resource Department and Beach 
 Management Program regularly give informational presentations/lectures 
 to various groups that have interests in Nantucket’s beaches, waterfront, 
 and marine life.  A few examples of some groups that have been 
 addressed recently are the Nantucket High School, the Cyrus Pierce 
 Middle School and graduate classes from the University of 
 Massachusetts. 
 

The Beach Manager welcomes the opportunity to discuss beach 
 management with a number of groups such as the Rotary Club, the Park 
 and Recreation Commission, the local conservation groups, and a number 
 of civic groups. 

 
Announcements and interviews are made through the local newspapers, 

 magazines, and television networks.  With the collaborative efforts of the 
 media and the Town, the public is able to be provided with up-to-date 
 information on a regular basis. 
 
10.2 Brochures 
  
 The Beach Manager annually develops an up-to-date beach map to 
 provide beach goers with the rules and regulations, a brief description on 
 beach etiquette, a map with the beach locations, and contact numbers for 
 those involved with the beaches.  See appendix “M” for the Town’s beach 
 map.  These maps are distributed with every beach vehicle permit sold at 
 the Nantucket Police Department and are also available at the Visitors’ 
 Services and Information Center, the Marine & Coastal Resources 
 Department, the many vehicle rental companies and at the Smith’s Point 
 Gate House (when open). 
 
 The Marine & Coastal Resource Department/Beach Management 
 Program also distributes informational brochures on the wildlife that 
 inhabits Nantucket’s coasts and the regulations that apply to both 
 recreational and commercial shell- and fin-fishing.   
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10.3 Signage 
 
 Educational signs are used on the beaches for dune protection, 
 wildlife habitat notification, vehicle restriction, information on deer  
 ticks and the possible strong undertow during coastal  storms.  When 
 nests are present during shorebird breeding season, signs explaining the 
 different protective measures needed for the endangered or threatened 
 nesting species are posted.   
 
 Emergency location signs are posted along the Islands coasts.  These 
 signs provide those responding to emergency calls from the beaches to 
 know exactly where the individuals in distress are.  
 

See appendix “K” for examples of the signs posted by the Town. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Chart of the Town Managed Beaches 
and their Amenities 
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Town of Nantucket Managed Beaches & Amenities 

 

 
The beaches listed above are either town owned or town managed.  In a few cases the beach is owned by a separate beach 

management entity, but the collaborated efforts of the town continue to allow public access. 
 

*ORV Access is determined annually based on the current state of the beaches. Please note the annual Town Beach Map, which is 
provided with each beach access permit, to see which areas are open for ORV access and what the restrictions are.   

**NRTA is the Nantucket Regional Transit Authority.  This shuttle service provides island wide transportation.  For more information on 
NRTA services call (508) 228-7025 or go to www.shuttlenantucket.com. 

***Surf conditions are not fixed and have been known to change on a daily basis or more frequently. 
Please use caution when entering any waters with surf. 

 Beach Shore Life 
Guarded

ORV 
Access* Toilets Concession 

Stand 
Play 

Ground Parking  NRTA** Miles From 
Town Surf*** 

1 Children’s Harbor Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No .5 mile None 
2 Cisco South Yes No No No No Yes No 4 miles Heavy 

3 Codfish 
Park East Yes No No  No Yes Yes Yes 7 miles Heavy 

4 Dionis North Yes No Yes No No Yes No 3 miles Minimal 
5 Fisherman’s South No No No No No Yes No 4 miles Heavy 

6 Fortieth 
Pole North No Yes* No No No Yes No 4 miles Minimal 

7 Francis St. Harbor No No No No Yes No No .5 mile None 
8 Jetties North Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 1 mile Minimal 
9 Low Beach East No Yes* No No No Yes No 7 miles Heavy 

10 Madaket West Yes No No No No Yes Yes 6 miles Heavy 
11 Miacomet E. South Yes No No No  No Yes No 2.8 miles Heavy 
12 Nobadeer South No Yes* No No No Yes No 4 miles Heavy 

13 Point of 
Breakers South No Yes* No No No Yes No 2.5 miles Heavy 

14 Smiths 
Point West No Yes* No No  No Yes No 6 miles Ocean/Heavy 

Bay/ Minimal 
15 Surfside South Yes Yes* Yes Yes No Yes Yes 3 miles Heavy 


































































































































































































































































































